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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGEFRCTY

6 Jaruary 1959
SURJECT: SHIR 72.1-59: OUTLOGK FOR TEE Supapy
.._“ "5’\
THE PROBLEM ) }

To assess the situation in the Sudan resulting from the recend
coup, and to estimate the outlook for Budaness internal stability and
Toreign relations,

CONCLUSIONS

l. The grouwp of senior wlitary officers under Qeneral Ibrahim
Abboud which took over the Sudanese Government on 17 Rovember will
Probadbly provide more effective leadership than its ﬁredecessﬂra. in
8eneral, the jSunta leans tovard conservatism in dam'stic affairg. It
desires to avoid alignment with any regional or great bover bloz, and

appears determined 4o Ireserve Budanese indepepdence, {Paras, S5-11)

3/ This estimate supersedes the political amd forelgn effairs sectioms
of HIE 72.1-57, “Outloak for the Suden,” dated § August 1957. Much i
of the previous estimate’s discussion of basic Boclo-political, ree
ligious anpd economde conditions in the Buden remaings valid and bas
ot been repeated hexe, '




2. In the shart rum, st least, Abboud's regime can probably main-
tale its sutharity through its control of the army enmd through the support
1% pow enjoys from commervative yoliﬁm‘z and religicus leaders, parti-
sularly those of the Toms Party and the powerful Ansar gect. Im time,
bowever, serious uppositicn mey develop. The regime will £ind {t @iffisult

to satisfy both its conservative Unma/Ansar supporters and the pro-Nasser
elerents among the Junior army af‘ﬁ“icers a>d in the Hstional Union Party.
o the extent thet 1% moves %o plscate one group, it ip 1ikely to anta-
gonlze the other. These tenzions eould lesd ¢o eplits within the Junta

. which might eventually result in the breakup of the fbboud government.
{Paras. 15-21)

3. The pev regime will probably make a sincere effort %o Lmprove

}

;
relations with Masser. In partlicular, both governments are more lixely ‘
to undertake serious negotiations for an egreement on division of the E
Hile waters then Prime Minister Khalil and Basser were prepaxred to do. '
- &% the same time, Abboud's goverrment will be Jealous of Sudanesge
interests and wlikely to let down i%s guard against the UAR., Xt will
probably continue Khalil's policy of developing ties with other African
gtates. I} 1s likely to pursue s policy of benevolent neutrality in
frab alfairs not directly affecting the Budan ard to avoid association

with Bthicpis o Isreel in an anti-UAR fromt. {Paras. 12, 23-25)

b. The regime will seek %o comtinue good relstions with the West,
$hough 1% will almost certaioly avoid the outspokenly pro-Western

mgm

P TN R UM, GO R T g mat i ila s weg o ewh e v ve mew e - PN
- . 4 .

LEM@%}Q 2




-

" policies of Kbalil. Tt will press for substantial and comtipuing U8
and X aid, vhile remaining sensitive abm:{h any conditions attached to
such assistance. At the same time, a gradmi extension of Sudenese ‘
relations with the Bloc appears almost certain, particularly through
Bloc barter deals for Sudanese cotton which the Sudan hao trouble dis-
posing of in the West. The government will probably also be more re-
ceptive than previous regimes to Soviet economic and technical aid
offers. {Paras. 11, 26-29)
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